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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  along  main  access 
into  park  from  the 
corner  of  Adams  and 
Church  Streets  with 
planting  of  Norway 
Maples.   Water  fountain 
given  prominent 
location. 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  showing  civil  war 
monument  and  historic 
meeting  house  steeple 
aligned  -  a  view  not 
emphasized  by  current 
pedestrian  circulation 
layout. 


Site  Photograph  3 

View  downhill  showing 
seating  and  shade 
trees  along  access 
route. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Civil  war  monument  - 
presence  as  a  point 
of  historic  and  focal 
importance  could  be 
strengthened. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Grass  and  weed  control 
around  monument  fence 
could  be  improved. 


Site  Photograph  6 

View  into  park,  from 
corner  of  Adams  and 
Winter  Streets  - 
entrance  into  park  and 
edges  need  to  be  made 
stronger. 
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Neighborhood:  North  Dorchester 

Site  Neane:     Allen  Park 

Location:     Adaans,  Winter  and  Qrurch  Streets 

Acreage:        1.29  A  Site  Type:     Square 


ND-1 


Site  Description:       Allen  Park  is  a  triangular  site  located  at  the 
high  point  of  this  North  Dorchester  area.  The 
site  slopes  down  frcm  the  old  Dorchester  Meeting 
House.  It  is  enclosed  by  Adams,  Winter  and 
Qiurch  Streets,  and  it  functions  liloe  a  town 
oonmon.  Its  sinple  design  of  grass,  trees,  paths 
and  benches  is  very  appropriate  to  this 
function.  Ihere  is  a  partial  allee  of  Norway 
Maples  planted  along  part  of  the  central 
pathway.  A  few  other  trees  are  located  in  the 
v^iper  area  of  the  green.  Ihe  park  is  hi^ili^ted 
ty  a  Civil  Vfar  monumaTt.  Residential  and 
institutional  uses  surround  the  site. 


Ocndition  Assessments: 


Major  Site 


Mcjst  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition.  Only  one  beaxix  is  in  tedr  oonditicHi. 
Uhfortunately,  graffiti  lends  a  deteriorated 
character  to  the  park.  The  tree  plantings  are  in 
fadr  ocndition.  The  most  recent  planting  of 
Norway  Maples  along  the  central  path  appear  to  be 
grcwing  poorly.  Althou^  they  have  sustciined 
trunk  damage,  there  is  most  likely  another  cause 
for  their  lack  of  vigor.  Numerous  rock 
outcroppings  on  the  site  suggest  that  shallcw 
soil  and  ccnsequent  dryness  may  be  a  factor.  The 
turf  lis  in  fsdr  to  good  ocndition,  sdthough  not 
wall  maintained.  There  are  several  barren  areas 
in  the  lawn. 

Allen  Park  has  great  potential  to  serve  the 
function  of  a  rich  green  central  (xiiiimit  for  this 
neic^iborhood.  In  order  to  do  this  more 
successfully,  however,  its  primary  elenents  of 
trees,  pathways  and  mnmmipnt  need  to  be  used  more 
effectively.  The  overall  appearance  of  the  site 
is  exposed  and  barren,  and  there  needs  to  be  a 
stronger  planting  of  trees.  Use  of  Norway  Maples 
and  Lindens  should  be  avoided  in  favor  of  trees 
that  are  less  uded  in  the  urban  street 
environment  and  convey  a  more  park-like 
character.  Trees'  Should  be  used  that  can  survive 
in  the  soil  ccnditions  of  the  site.  Planting 
should  also  seek  to  strengthen  the  park 


The  monument  is  an  isportant  tocad.  point  of 
historic  interest  to  the  site,  and  should  be 
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Neighborhood:  North  Dorchcsicr 

Site  Name:  Allen  Park 

Location:  Adams.  Winwr  and  Church  Slreets 

Acreage:  \29  A 

Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Allen  Park  is  a  triangular  siie  located  at  the  high  point  of  this  North  Dorchester 
area.  The  site  slopes  down  firom  the  old  Dorchester  Meeting  House.  It  is  en- 
closed by  Adams,  Winter  and  Oiurch  Streets,  and  it  funcdons  like  a  town 
common.  Its  simple  design  of  grass,  trees,  paths  and  benches  is  very  appropriate 
to  this  function.  There  is  a  partial  allec  of  Norway  maples  planted  along  pan  of 
the  central  pathway.  A  few  other  trees  are  located  in  die  upper  area  of  the  green. 
The  park  is  highlighted  by  a  Qvil  War  monument.  Residendal  and  insdtutional 
uses  smround  the  site. 


Condition 


Most  standard  park-boilt  elements  are  in  good  condition.  Only  one  bench  is  in 
fur  condition.  Unfartunately.  graffiti  lends  a  deteriorated  character  to  the  park. 
The  tree  plandngs  are  in  Cur  conditioa.  The  most  recent  plannng  of  Norway 
maples  along  the  central  padi  appear  to  be  growing  pocdy.  Although  they  have 
snaained  tnmk  damage,  there  is  most  IDceiy  another  cause  for  their  lack  of  vigor. 
Numerous  rock  outooppings  on  the  site  suggest  that  shallow  soil  and  consequent 
dryness  may  be  a  bcxor.  The  turf  is  in  fEur  to  good  condidon,  although  not  well 
maJntained.  There  are  several  barren  areas  in  the  lawn. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Allen  Park  has  great  potendal  lo  serve  the  function  of  a  rich  green  central  com- 
mon for  this  neighborfaood.  In  order  to  do  this  more  successfully,  however,  its 
primary  elements  of  trees,  pathways  and  monument  need  to  be  used  more 
effectively.  The  overall  ^pearance  of  the  site  is  exposed  and  barren,  and  there 
needs  to  be  a  stronger  plandng  of  trees.  Use  of  Norway  maples  and  lindens 
sfaould  be  avoided  in  £ivar  of  trees  that  are  less  used  in  the  urban  street  environ- 
ment and  convey  a  moe  park-like  character.  Trees  should  be  used  that  can 
survive  in  the  soil  conditions  of  tbe  site.  Planting  should  also  seek  to  strengthen 
the  park  entrances. 

The  monument  is  an  important  focal  point  of  historic  interest  to  the  site,  and 
should  be  incorporated  into  the  path  system.  At  present,  pathways  pass  close  by 
but  do  noc  embrace  it 


Improved  maintenance,  particularly  of  the  lawn,  which  is  another  key  element  of 
the  space,  would  gready  enhance  its  pieseoce  on  tbe  street 


Neighborhood:  North  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Allen  Park 

Location:  Adams.  Winter  and  Church  Streets 

Acreage:  1-29  A 

Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Allen  Park  is  a  triangular  site  located  at  the  high  point  of  this  North  Dorchester 
area.  The  site  slopes  down  from  the  old  Dorchester  Meeting  House.  It  is  en- 
closed by  Adams,  Winter  and  Church  Streets,  and  it  functions  like  a  town 
common.  Its  simple  design  of  grass,  trees,  paths  and  benches  is  very  appropriate 
to  this  function.  There  is  a  partial  allee  of  Norway  maples  planted  along  part  of 
the  central  pathway.  A  few  other  trees  are  located  in  the  upper  area  of  the  green. 
The  park  is  highlighted  by  a  Civil  War  monumenL  Residential  and  institutional 
uses  surround  the  site. 


Condition 


Most  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  good  condition.  Only  one  bench  is  in 
fair  condidon.  Unfortunately,  graffiti  lends  a  deteriorated  character  to  the  park. 
The  tree  plantings  are  in  fair  condition.  The  most  recent  planting  of  Norway 
maples  along  the  central  path  appear  to  be  growing  poorly.  Although  they  have 
sustained  trunk  damage,  there  is  most  likely  another  cause  for  their  lack  of  vigor. 
Numerous  rock  outcroppings  on  the  site  suggest  that  shallow  soil  and  consequent 
dryness  may  be  a  factor.  The  turf  is  in  fair  to  good  condidon,  although  not  well 
maintained.  There  are  several  barren  areas  in  the  lawn. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Allen  Park  has  great  potential  to  serve  the  fiuiction  of  a  rich  green  central  com- 
mon for  this  ndghbcffhood.  In  order  to  do  this  more  successfully,  however,  its 
primary  elements  of  trees,  pathways  and  monument  need  to  be  used  more 
effectively.  The  overall  appearance  of  the  site  is  exposed  and  barren,  and  there 
needs  to  be  a  stronger  planting  of  trees.  Use  of  Norway  maples  and  lindens 
should  be  avoided  in  favor  of  trees  that  are  less  used  in  the  urban  street  environ- 
ment and  convey  a  more  park-like  character.  Trees  should  be  used  that  can 
survive  in  the  soil  conditions  of  the  site.  Planting  should  also  seek  to  strengthen 
thepark( 


The  monument  is  an  important  focal  point  of  historic  interest  to  the  site,  and 
should  be  incorporated  into  the  padi  system.  At  present,  pathways  pass  close  by 
but  do  not  embrace  it. 


Improved  maintenance,  particulariy  of  the  lawn,  which  is  another  key  element  of 
the  space,  would  greatly  enhance  its  presence  on  the  street. 
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Neighborhood:  North  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Allen  Park 

LocatiOTi:  Mams,  Winter  and  Church  Streets 

Acreage:   1.29  A       Site  Type:  Square 


No.:  ND-1 


Site  Descxiption: 


Allen  Pcirk  is  a  tricmgulcir  site  located  at  the 
high  point  of  this  North  Dorchester  area.  The 
site  slopes  dcwn  frcm  the  old  Dorchester  Meeting 
Hcuse.  It  is  enclosed  by  Adams,  Winter  and 
Church  Streets,  and  it  functions  like  a  tcwn 
cumion.  Its  siitple  design  of  grass,  trees,  paths 
and  benches  is  very  eipprcpriate  to  this 
function .  There  is  a  particil  etllee  of  Norway 
Maples  planted  along  part  of  the  central 
pathway.  A  few  other  trees  are  located  in  the 
\jpper  area  of  the  green.  The  park  is  hi<^i^ted 
by  a  Civil  War  mcnument.  Residentieil  cind 
institutioncil  uses  surround  the  site. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  standard  park  built  eleannents  are  in  good 
condition.  Only  one  bench  is  in  feiir  condition. 
IMfortunately,  graffiti  lends  a  deteriorated 
character  to  the  park.  Ihe  tree  plantings  are  in 
faux  oonciitiOTi.  The  most  recent  planting  of 
Norway  Maples  cilong  the  central  path  c^pear  to  be 
grcwing  poorly.  Althou^  they  have  sustained 
trunk  damage,  there  is  most  likely  another  cause 
for  their  lack  of  vigor.  Numerous  rock 
outcroppings  on  the  site  suggest  that  shallow 
soil  ^Td  consequent  dryness  may  be  a  factor.  The 
turf  is  in  feiir  to  good  condition,  although  not 
well  mEdntained.  Ihere  are  several  barren  areas 
in  the  lawn. 


Major  Site  Issues:      Allen  Park  has  great  potential  to  serve  the 

function  of  a  rich  green  central  ccranon  for  this 
neighborhood.  In  order  to  do  this  more 
successfully,  hcwever,  its  primary  elements  of 
trees,  pathways  and  monument  need  to  be  used  more 
effectively.  Ihe  overall  appearance  of  the  site 
is  exposed  and  barren,  and  there  needs  to  be  a 
stronger  planting  of  trees.  Use  of  Norway  Maples 
and  Lindens  should  be  avoided  in  favor  of  trees 
that  are  less  used  in  the  urban  street 
environment  and  conv^  a  more  park-like 
chciracter.  Trees  should  be  used  that  can  survive 
in  the  soil  conditicaTs  of  the  site.  Planting 
should  also  seek  to  strengthen  the  park 
entrances. 


The  monument  is  an  iirportant  focal  point  of 
historic  interest  to  the  site,  and  should  be 
incorporated  into  the  path  system.  At  present. 


Inproved  nairrbenance,  particaaleurly  of  the  lawn 
which  is  another  key  element  of  the  ^ace,  would 
greatly  enhance  its  presencse  on  the  street. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  MotHM  poecHis^rfree- 
Site  Name ;  ^,^u>tA4fc\ A  t^>MT  "Pt^D' 


Location:  h^oM-nc^uco 
Evaluation  Teamt^^^&fT 
Evaluation  Date:  ^^  1^  £)7 
Surrounding  Land  Uses; 


Site  Type: 

Acreage;  ^b'^.•^^  A 


Weather  Conditions; 


Site  Plan 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Site  no  longer  a  park. 


Site  Photograph  2 


Site  Photograph  3 
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Site  Photograph  5 
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Site  Photograph  6 
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Neighborhood:  North  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Columbia  Point  Playground 
Location:  MonticcUo  Avenue 
Acreage:  3329  A 
Site  Type:  Pbyfieid 


Site  Description:  Columbia  Point  Playground  is  a  large  irregularly  shaped  area  along  the  nonh 

shore  of  the  Columbia  Point  peninsula.  At  present  the  site  is  entirely  under 
d^   construction  foajjew  housing  developmenL  All  structures  will  be  demolished 
the  course  of  the  present  undertaking. 


•/i 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Location  of  future  park  facilities  is  part  of  the  over-all  master  plan  for  the 
renovation  of  Columbia  Point 


w 


Neighborhood:  North  Etorchester 

Site  Name:  Ooluntoia  Point  Playgrtxind  No. :  ND-3 

Locaticn:  Monticello  Avenue 

Acreage:   33.29  A      Site  Vfp&'.     Playfield 


Site  Description:       Columbia  Point  Playground  is  a  large  irreguleirly 
shaped  cirea  along  the  north  shore  of  the  Columbia 
Point  peninsula.  At  present  the  site  is  entirely 
under  construction  for  new  housing  develcpnent. 
All  structures  will  be  demolished  in  the  course 
of  the  present  undertaking. 

Major  Site  Issues:      Location  of  future  park  facilities  is  peurt  of  the 
over-all  master  plan  for  the  renovation  of 
Columbia  Point. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  Ucktm  X:>orc\>rthr^J9~^ 
Site  Nanie;0^;et>  4rnLcer  T=Vt/>^ 

Location:  ^>ti.fc> 

Evaluation  Team:^^  ^^^f 

Evaluation  Date:     g?  )|  g>7 

Surrounding  Land  Uses;  |?^^i^^Ghu^A- 


SITE  NO 


Site  Type: 


Acreage:  02.  A 


Weather  Conditions: 


Site  Plan 
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Dorchester  Avenue 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Playground  constructed 
by  adjacent  Marr  Boys 
and  Girls  Club. 


p. 2 


Site  Photograph  3 


Neij-hborhood:  North  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Deer  Street  Park 
Location:  Deer  Street 
Acreage:  02A 
Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Deer  Street  Park  is  a  small  rectangular  site  located  on  the  west  side  of  Deer  Street. 
To  the  north  the  site  abuts  the  Colonel  Daniel  Marr  Boys  and  Girls  Club,  to  the 
south  a  parking  lot,  and  to  the  west  residences.  Enclosed  with  a  four-foot  chain- 
link  fence,  the  park  has  a  large  metal  and  wood  play  structure  enclosed  with  a 
timber  edge  and  a  bituminous  concrete  path.  Surrounding  the  play  area  is  a  strip 
of  grass  with  several  trees.  The  western  edge  of  the  park  is  a  moderately  steep 
grassy  slope. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  improvements  to  this  park  are  recently  constructed  and  all  are  in  good  to 
excellent  condition,  except  plantings.  About  half  the  trees  have  died.  The 
remaining  trees  are  in  fair  condition.  The  recently  installed  sod  is  under  heavy 
use  and  is  starting  to  £aiL 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Improvements  to  Deer  Street  Park  were  constructed  and  are  maintained  by  the 
Boys  and  Girls  Qub.  The  design  of  the  park  has  several  shortcomings.  The  grass 
strip  will  very  likely  be  worn  out  by  children's  play.  The  grass  in  the  area  along 
Deer  Street  would  survive  better  if  the  fence  was  adjacent  to  the  sidewalk 
bordering  the  play  structure,  thereby  separating  the  grass  and  trees  firom  active 
use.  This  would  best  support  growth,  and  provide  shade  and  a  pleasant  green 
space  along  the  edge  of  the  play  area.  The  grass  slope  on  the  west  side  of  the  park 
will  probably  be  worn  out  by  play  as  welL  A  low  retaining  wall  or  some  other 
means  of  controlling  access  to  this  area  would  be  desirable. 


Neighborhood:  North  Dorchester 
Site  Name:  Deer  Street  Pcurk 
Ircation:  Deer  Street 
Acreage:   0.2  A        Site  Type: 


Playlot 


No.:   ND-4 


Site  Description: 


Conditicn  Assessments: 


Major  Site 


Deer  Street  Park  is  a  small  rectangular  site 
located  on  the  west  side  of  Deer  Street.  To  the 
north  the  site  abuts  the  Colonel  Daniel  Marr  Boys 
and  Girls  Club,  to  the  south  a  parking  lot  and  to 
the  west  residences.  The.  park  is  enclosed  with  a 
fcur  foot  chain  link  fence.  The  park  has  a  large 
metal  and  wood  play  structure  enclosed  with  a 
timber  edge  and  a  bituminous  concrete  path. 
Surrounding  the  play  curea  is  a  strip  of  grass 
with  several  trees.  The  western  edge  of  the  park 
is  a  moderately  steep  grcissed  slope. 

■Die  inprovements  to  this  park  are  recently 
constructed  and  cill  are  in  good  to  excellent 
condition  exc^jt  for  plantings.  About  half  the 
trees  have  died.  Ihe  remaining  trees  are  in  fair 
coidition.  The  recently  instcilled  sod  is  under 
heavy  use  and  is  starting  to  fciil. 

Improvements  to  Deer  Paric  were  constructed  and 
are  maint-ained  by  the  Boys  and  Girls  Club.  The 
design  of  the  park  has  several  shortccmings.  The 
grass  strip  will  very  likely  be  worn  out  by 
children's  play.  The  grass  in  the  area  along 
Deer  Street  would  better  survive  if  the  fence  was 
adjacent  to  the  sidewalk  bordering  the  play 
structure,  thereby  separating  the  grass  and  trees 
frcm  active  use.  This  would  best  support  grcwth, 
provide  shade  cind  a  pleasant  green  space  along 
the  edge  of  the  play  area.  The  grass  slcpe  on 
the  west  side  of  the  park  will  most  likely  be 
worn  out  by  play  as  well.  A  lew  retaining  wall 
or  seme  other  mecins  of  controlling  access  to  this 
area  would  be  desirable. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  ^4o^c^M  t>xcH^^bn&<g- 

Site  NametPowM^e^  Av^^oc^  Pu^p.  Site  Type:  PJyiM  up=f 

Location:  p>e>^Ng^- Acreage:  onSA 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Team:  "^^^  ^  f^t^ 
Evaluation  Date:  ^  !(■  feV 
Surrounding  Land  Uses: 


Weather  Conditions: 


Site  Plan 


0       20    40  80 


Site  Photograph  1 

Desire  lines  from 
adjacent  property  - 
a  short  cut  through 
the  site.   Granite 
pieces  stock  piled  on 
site  -  difficult  to 
maintain  grass  around 
them. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Dumping  of  brush  and 
other  debris. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Chain  link  pulled 
down  to  allow  access 
through.   Fence  posts 
bent.   No  hoop  on 
basketball  court. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Main  access  from 
Downer  Avenue  with 
view  through  to  scenic 
overlook  structure. 
Granite  pieces  used  as 
access  control. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Fencing  missing  - 
steep  slope  below  - 
a  safety  problem. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Scenic  overlook  -  a 
hidden  corner.   Graffiti, 
concrete  spalling. 


Site  Photograph  7 

Playground  -  safety 
surface  encroached  by 
grass  and  weeds. 
Equipment  vandalised. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Masonry  wall  and  vegeta- 
tion growth  prevents 
visual  access  into 
site. 
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Site  Photograph  9 
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Neighborhood:  North  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Downer  Avenue  Pbyground 
Location:  Downer  Avenue 
Acreage:  0.78  A 
Site  Type:  Playlet 


Site  Description: 


Downer  Avenue  Playground  is  a  long  rectangular  park  on  the  south  side  of 
Downer  Avenue.  The  southern  edge  of  the  park  abuts  a  very  steep  slope  falling 
off  to  the  Public  Works  Department  storage  yard  To  the  east  and  west  the  park 
abuts  residences.  On  the  western  edge  of  the  park  is  a  very  long  set  of  concrete 
and  stone  stairs  providing  access  to  Hancock  Street  from  Downer  Avenue.  There 
is  a  six-foot  cobblestone  wall  topped  by  a  five-foot  chain-link  fence  with  barbed 
wire  along  the  north  park  edge.  The  main  access  to  the  park  leads  from  Downer 
Avenue  to  a  concrete  overlook  widi  high  chain-link  fencing.  To  the  east  of  the 
entry  walk  is  a  basketball  court.  To  the  west  is  a  playground.  Trees  frame  the 
park  around  its  edges.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residendal  and  municipaL 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  fiair  to  poor  condition.  The  basketball 
court  is  unusable  because  there  are  no  rims.  The  playground  is  barely  functional, 
badly  overgrown  with  vegetation  and  vandalized.  The  trees  are  mosdy  in  good 
condition.  The  grass  is  in  very  poor  condition.  Renovations  to  the  park  are 
scheduled  by  the  city. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Lack  of  maintenance  and  vandalism  have  combined  to  make  Downer  Avenue 
Playground  appear  abandoned  and  extremely  deteriorated.  This  appearance  is 
aggravated  by  high  chain-link  fencing  and  barbed  wire  along  Downer  Avenue. 
The  concrete  overlook  is  massive  and  imposing,  and  chain-link  fencing  is  missing 
along  one  edge. 


Access  to  the  Public  Works  Department  storage  yard  needs  to  be  better  con- 
trolled, and  improvements  along  the  boundary  between  the  park  and  yard  are 
needed.  One  entrance  into  the  park  appears  insuHicient,  and  additional  entrances 
should  be  developed  which  respond  to  desired  access  points. 


'fv:^  Ar 


Nei^iborhood:  North  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Dcwner  Avenue  Playground 

Location:  Dcwner  Avenue 

Acreage:   0.78  A       Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Ocndition  Assessments: 


Dcwner  Avenue  Playground  is  a  long  rectangular 
pcirk  on  the  south  side  of  Downer  Avenue.  The 
southern  edge  of  the  park  abuts  a  very  steep 
slope  falling  off  to  the  Public  Works  Department 
storage  yard.  To  the  east  and  west  the  park 
abuts  residences.  On  the  western  edge  of  the 
park  is  a  very  long  set  of  concrete  and  stone 
stairs  providing  access  to  Hancock  Street  from 
Dcwner  Avenue.  There  is  a  six  foot  cctoblestone 
wall  topped  by  a  five  foot  chain  link  fence  with 
barbed  wire  along  the  north  park  edge.  The  main 
access  to  the  park  leads  frcm  Downer  Avenue  to  a 
concrete  overlook  with  hi(^  chain  link  fencing. 
To  the  east  of  the  entry  walk  is  a  basketball 
court.  To  the  west  is  a  playground.  Trees  frame 
the  park  around  its  edges.  Surrounding  land  uses 
are  residential  and  municipal. 

The  standard  park  built  elements  are-  in  fair  to 
poor  condition.  Ihe  basketball  court  is  unusable 
because  there  are  no  rims.  The  playground  is 
badly  overgrcwn  with  vegetation,  vandalized  and 
functions  very  minimally.  The  trees  are  mostly 
in  good  condition.  The  grass  is  in  very  poor 
condition.  Renovations  to  the  park  are  scheduled 
by  the  City. 


Major  Site  Issues:      lack  of  maintenance  and  vandalism  have  combined 

to  make  Dcwner  Avenue  Playground  appear  abandoned 
and  in  an  extremely  deteriorated  state.  This 
^pearance  is  a^ravated  by  high  chain  link 
fencing  and  barbed  wire  along  Dcwner  Avenue.  The 
concrete  overlook  is  massive  and  inposing,  and 
chciin  link  fencing  is  missing  along  one  edge. 


Access  to  the  Public  Works  D^»rtment  storage  ■ 
yard  needs  to  be  better  controlled,  and 
improvements  along  the  boundary  between  the  park 
and  yard  coordinated  between  the  two  City 
d^>artments.  One^entranoe  into  the  park  appears 
insufficient,  and  additional  entrances  should  be 
developed  v*iich  respond  to  desired  access  points. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  UoLTM  tJouMt^^rtJfL^ 

Site  Naine:h^cXr>MMt£u^T^e>i<—  Site  Type: 

Location:  ^pe^MgrD».i>e> Acvesig^e^^^^^P^h 

Evaluation  Team:  "^^  ^f  f^tt 


Vt> 


SITE  NO 


-  ^ 


Evaluation  Date:    ^~/  t~^  ^Ravvti 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:   K<^^'^L\'^hj,LL^      J 


Weather  Conditions: 


Site  Plan 


20  50  WO 
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p. 2 

SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Percolation  of 
sports  field  poor  - 
ponding  of  water. 


Site  Photograph  2 

View  along  inside  edge 
by  Springdale  Street  - 
poor  grass  growth. 
Use  of  enclosed  area 
unclear. 


i^a 

Site  Photograph  3 

View  across  ballfield 
shows  patchy  grass 
and  proximity  of 
site  to  expressway. 

i 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

View  showing  sidewalk 
along  beachfront  and 
play  equipment  area. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Parking  along  edge  of 
playground.   Boulders 
used  as  access  control. 
Note  weed  growth  along 
base  of  fence, 
contributes  to  unkempt 
appearance  of  park. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Timber  play  structures 
poor  safety  surface. 
Many  broken  or  missing 
parts  make  structures 
almost  unusable. 


m 

SITE  NC 
Site  Photograph  7 

View  of  monument  from 
beach  -  steps  spalling 
and  invaded  by  weeds. 
Plaque  missing  from 
monument . 


Site  Photograph  8 

Poor  grass  growth  -  note 
broken  glass.   Need  for 
access  control  on  right 
along  parking  edge. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Pedestrian  access  from 
Denny  Street.   Trees 
growing  well  in 
grassed  area. 


Nei^^hborhodd:  Noah  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  McConncll  Park 

Location:  Spnngdalc  Street  and  Playstcad  Road 

Acreage:  6.2  A 

Site  Type:  Playfield 


Site  Description: 


McConnell  Park  is  a  large  active  recreational  park  with  baseball,  softball,  and 
I  ittle  I  '•ague  fields  located  between  the  Southeast  Expressway  on  the  west  and 
the  Savin  Hill  Beach  on  the  south.  To  the  east  there  is  a  parking  area  surrounding 
a  cul-du-sac  with  the  residential  areas  of  Savin  Hill  to  the  north  and  east.  The 
ballfield  area  has  a  linear  planting  of  Norway  maples  along  die  east  and  south 
edges.  Between  the  parking  area  and  the  water  is  a  large  playground  with  sitting 
areas.  There  is  a  stone  monument  surrounded  by  a  metal  fence. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  of  the  standard  paric-built  elements  are  in  fair  to  good  condition.  The 
playing  fields  are  in  fair  to  poor  condition.  There  are  depressions  where  water 
ponds.  Percolation  through  die  soil  is  poor  and  the  grass  is  badly  worn  in  areas. 
The  tree  plantings  are  in  generally  good  condition.  The  playground  varies  in 
condition.  The  concrete  structures  are  in  good  condition.  However,  they  have 
low  play  value.  Most  of  the  swings  are  broken.  The  mulched  play  surface  is  in 
poor  condition  and  full  of  glass.  The  concrete  surfxe  is  in  fair  condition,  but  is 
not  an  appropriate  surface  for  play.  Renovations  to  the  ballflelds,  playground  and 
sitting  area  by  the  monument  are  planned  by  the  City. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  general  layout  of  facilities  in  McConnell  Park  is  good.  However,  the  parking 
area  around  the  cul-du-sac  needs  organization  and  vehicular  access  control  needs 
to  be  established  to  prevent  cars  bom  entering  the  site.  The  major  issue  for  the 
site  is  the  condition  of  ballfields  and  playground.  Both  of  diese  will  be  addressed 
in  the  scheduled  renovations.  When  this  is  completed,  it  is  important  that  the  park 
receive  higher  levels  of  maintenance  than  it  does  at  present,  to  prevent  a  repeated 
cycle  of  deterioration. 


XI-9 


NeighborticxDd:     North  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  McConnell  Park 

liDcation:  Springdale  Street  and  Playstead  Road 

Acreage:   Wit  A       Site  Type:  Playfield 


No. :  ND-6 


OOTidition  Assessments: 


Site  Description:       McConnell  Park  is  a  large  active  recreationcd 

park  with  baseball,  softball,  and  little  league 
fields  located  between  the  Southeast  Expressway 
on  the  west  and  the  Savin  Hill  Beach  on  the 
south.  To  the  east  there  is  a  parlcing  area 
surrounding  a  cul-du-sac  with  the  residential 
areas  of  Savin  Hill  to  the  north  and  east.  The 
ballfield  area  has  a  linear  planting  of  Norway 
Maples  along  the  east  and  south  edges.  Between 
the  par)cing  area  and  the  water  is  a  large 
playground  with  sitting  areas.  There  is  a  stone 
monument  surrounded  by  a  metal  fence. 

Most  of  the  standard  park  built  elements  etre  in 
fciir  to  good  condition.  The  playing  fields  are 
in  fair  to  poor  condition.  There  are  depressions 
where  water  ponds.  Percolation  through  the  soil 
is  poor  cind  the  grass  is  badly  worn  in  cureas. 
The  tree  plantings  are  in  generally  good 
condition.  The  playgrcund  varies  in  condition. 
The  concrete  structures  are  in  good  condition. 
However,  they  have  low  play  value.  Most  of  the 
swings  are  broken.  The  mulched  play  surface  is 
in  poor  condition  and  full  ot  glass.  The 
concrete  surface  is  in  fair" condition,  however, 
is  not  an  appropriate  surface  for  play. 
Renovations  to  the  ballfields,  playground  and 
sitting  area  by  the  monument  are  planned  by  the 
City. 

Major  Site  Issues:      The  general  layout  of  facilities  in  McConnell 

Park  is  good.  However,  the  petrking  area  around 
the  cul-du-sac  needs  organization  and  vehicular 
access  control  needs  to  Be  established  to  prevent 
cars  frcm  entering  the  site.  The  major  issue  for 
the  site  is  the  condition  of  ballfields  and 
playground.  Both  of  these  will  be  addressed  in 
the  scheduled  renovations.  When  this  is 
corpleted,  it  is  iirportant  that  the  park  receive 
hi^er  levels  of  maintenance  than  it  does  at 
present,  to  prevent  a  reseated  cycle  of 
deterioration. 
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UiTY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


%      Neighborhood:  Mogrn  DofgoHe^re^ 

Site  Name;  Qoimc^x  ^^sre^er  P-  A.       Site  Type:  PUiu  r 

Location:  Qotuoi'  ^«Srrx\aug>Y Acreage:  Q/^aSA 

Evaluation  Team:  "^P  ^  ?^H- Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:    ^  7*  ^'7  ^i 


6, 

SITE  N( 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  l<'^<;ul^vLfLA(^ 


t 


Site  Plan 


'r 


"^'--■-ite  f-^/'  L- 


100 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  down  Quincy  Street 
showing  limited 
visibility  into  park 
from  street  due  to 
wall  and  fencing 
around  edge. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Entrance  into  park  from 
Quincy  Street. 


Site  Photograph  3 

View  across  playground 
showing  layout  of 
area.   Safety  surface 
needs  weeding  and 
replenishment . 


up" 

SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Rock  outcropping  adds 
character  to  site. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Sloped  grassed  edge 
used  for  active  free 


Neighborhood:  Nonh  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Quincy  Street  Play  Area 
Location:  Quincy  and  Stanley  Streets 
Acreage:  0.38  A 
Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Quincy  Street  Play  Area  is  a  small  rectangular  site  on  the  comer  of  Quincy  and 
Stanley  Streets.  Residences  abut  the  park  on  the  north  and  wesL  Most  of  the  park 
is  a  depressed  area  below  a  rock  outcropping.  There  are  concrete  steps  that  go  up, 
then  down  into  the  site  from  Quincy  Street  From  Stanley  Street  three  sets  of 
steps  lead  down  into  the  park.  On  the  outside  edge  of  the  park  along  the  streets  is 
a  wide  grass  bank  with  two  old  pear  trees  and  the  rock  outcropping.  A  play- 
ground and  sitting  area  is  located  at  the  center  of  the  park.  Surrounding  land  uses 
are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  fair  to  good  condition  except  for  the 
drinking  fountain  and  one  set  of  steps.  Although  all  the  concrete  play  structures 
are  in  good  condition,  most  of  the  wood  and  metal  structures  are  deteriorated. 
The  grass  is  in  poor  condition.  In  some  areas  it  is  most  likely  due  to  the  shallow 
depth  of  soil  near  the  rock  outcropping.  The  trees  are  in  good  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  overall  layout  of  Quincy  Street  Play  Area  is  good.  The  overriding  need  for 
the  park  is  the  replacement  of  play  structures,  equipment  that  has  greater  play 
values,  and  renovation  of  the  play  surface. 

Entrance  into  the  paric  from  Quincy  Street  would  be  more  pleasant  if  it  were  ai  the 
same  grade  as  the  sidewalk.  This  would  also  facilitate  maintenance  of  the  park. 


Nei^iborhcx3d:  North  Dorchester 
Site  Name:  Quincy  Street  Play  Area 
DDcation:  Quincy  and  Stanley  Streets 
Acreage:   0.38  A       Site  Type:  Playlot 


No. 


ND-8 


Site  Description: 


Quincy  Street  Play  Area  is  a  sitbII  rectangular 
site  on  the  comer  of  Quincy  and  Stanley 
Streets.  Residences  abut  the  peirk  on  the  north 
and  west.  Most  of  the  park  is  a  depressed  area 
belcw  a  rock  outcrcpping.  There  are  concrete 
steps  that  go  up,  then  dcwn  into  the  site  fran 
Quincy  Street.  Frcni  Stanley  Street  three  sets  of 
steps  lead  down  into  the  park.  On  the  outside 
edge  of  the  park  along  the  streets  is  a  wide 
grass  bank  with  two  old  pear  trees  and  the  rock 
outcropping.  A  playground  and  sitting  area  is 
located  at  the  center  of  the  park.  Surrounding 
land  uses  eire  residenticil . 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  fair  to 
good  condition  exc^jt  for  the  drinking  fountain 
cind  one  set  of  steps.  Although  all  the  concrete 
play  structures  are  in  good  condition,  most  of 
the  wood  and  metal  structures  are  deteriorated. 
The  grass  is  in  poor  condition.  In  sane  areas  it 
is  most  likely  due  to  the  shallow  d^5th  of  soil 
near  the  rock  outcrc^ping.  The  trees  are  in  good 
condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  overall  layout  of  Quincy  Street  Play  Area  is 
good.  The  overriding  need  for  the  pctrk  is  the 
replacement  of  play  structures  and  renovation  of 
the  play  surface.  The  r^lacement  of  play 
structures  should  consider  the  use  of  equipment 
that  has  greater  play  values. 

Entrance  into  the  park  from  Quincy  Street  would 
be  more  pleasant  if  it  were  at  the  same  grade  as 
the  sidewalk.  This  could' be  accaiplished  here, 
which  would  also  facilitate  maintenance  of  the 
park. 
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Location:  [^^^mct^  Viev«4^DogcH«rEgAcreage;  CM-K 

Evaluation  TesLm-^f'  H  tlT Weather  Conditions: 
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Surrounding  Land  Uses:  R. 
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Site  Photograph  1 

View  of  edge  along 
Harbor  View  Street. 
Trees  growing  well  in 
continuous  plant  bed 
along  edge.   Grass  worn 
and  poorly  maintained. 
Trash  needs  pick.  up. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Shelter  with  game 
tables.   Play  equip- 
ment behind. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Play  structures  in 
good  condition  but 
sand  level  low  and 
concrete  footings 
exposed.   Weeds  need 
removal. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

View  of  corner  of 
Dorchester  and  Harbor 
View.   Mature  trees 
define  edge.   Sign 
gives  park  identity, 
welcomes.   Are  two  rows 
of  fencing  around  park 
necessary? 


Site  Photograph  5 

Short  cut  and  access 
point  at  this  corner  - 
an  erosion  problem. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Sand  level  too  low, 
exposed  concrete 
footings. 


Neighborhood:  North  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Ryan  Play  Area 

Location:  Harbor  View  Street  and  Dorchester  Avenue 

Acreage:  0.64  A 

Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Ryan  Play  Area  is  a  small  trapezoidal  site  on  the  comer  of  Dorchester  Avenue  and 
Harbor  View  StreeL  Residential  and  commercial  use  abuts  it  on  the  north  and 
east.  The  park  is  elevated  above  the  streets  and  is  framed  by  sloping  smps  of 
grass  with  trees  along  the  road  sides.  The  park  is  reached  by  two  sets  of  stairs. 
The  entire  interior  of  the  park  is  paved  except  for  five  small  areas  with  sand  for 
play  structures.  A  basketball  court  is  located  in  the  northeast  comer  of  the  site  as 
well  as  a  spray  pool  area.  The  remainder  of  the  park  is  laid  out  with  benches  and 
play  structures.  An  open-air  shelter  is  located  near  Harbor  View  Street. 


Condition  Assessments: 


All  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  fair  to  good  condition  except  for  one  light 
which  is  vandalized  and  inoperable,  and  some  sections  of  fence  which  need 
repair.  The  basketball  court  is  in  fair  condition.  The  playground  equipment  is  in 
good  condition.  Some  of  the  curbs  need  resetting  and  all  sand  areas  need  addi- 
tional sand.  Renovations  to  the  park  are  scheduled  by  die  City. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Ryan  Play  Area  does  not  appear  to  be  vandalized,  and  has  aged  weO  since  its 
original  construction  in  1962.  Although  all  facilities  are  in  good  working  order, 
the  playground  would  serve  children  better  witii  play  equipment  that  encouraged 
more  varied  and  interactive  play.  The  site  would  be  greatiy  enhanced  with  new 
plantings  and  refurbished  benches. 


The  slope  down  to  the  sidewalk  along  Dorchester  Avenue  and  most  of  Harbor 
View  Street  is  too  steep  for  easy  maintenance.  Extension  of  the  existing  pudding- 
stone  wall  along  these  edges  would  not  only  facilitate  maintenance  but  would 
make  the  park  more  attractive. 


Nei(^Tborticxxl:  North  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Ryan  Play  Area 

Location:  Harbor  View  Street  and  Dorchester  Avenue 

Acreage:   0.64  A       Site  TVPe:  Play  lot 


No. :  ND-9 


Site  Description: 


Ryan  Play  Area  is  a  small  trapezoidal  site  on  the 
comer  of  Dorchester  Avenue  and  Hca±)or  View 
Street.  Residenticil  and  canmercicil  use  abuts  it 
on  the  north  and  east.  The  park  is  elevated 
above  the  streets  and  is  framed  by  sloping  strips 
of  grass  with  trees  along  the  road  sides.  The 
park  is  reached  by  two  sets  of  stairs.  The 
entire  interior  of  the  park  is  paved  except  for 
five  small  areas  with  sand  for  play  structures. 
A  bcisketball  court  is  located  in  the  northeast 
comer  of  the  site  as  well  c»s  a  spray  pool  cirea. 
The  remainder  of  the  park  is  laid  out  with 
benches  and  play  structures.  An  open-air  shelter 
is  located  near  Hcirbor  View  Street. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


All  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  fair  to 
good  condition  exc^jt  for  one  light  v^ch  is 
Vcindalized  and  inoperable  and  sane  sections  of 
fence  vrtiich  need  r^air.  The  basketball  court  is 
in  fair  condition.  The  playgrcund  equipment  is 
in  good  condition.  Sane  of  the  curbs  need 
resetting  and  eill  sand  areas  need  additional 
sand.  Renovations  to  the  pcirk  are  scheduled  by 
the  City. 

Ryan  Play  Area  does  not  appear  to  be  vandalized, 
and  hcis  aged  well  since  its  origincil  construction 
in  1962.  AlthCTjgh  all   facilities  are  in  good 
working  order,  the  playground  would  serve 
children  better  with  play  equiprent  that 
encouraged  more  varied  and  interactive  play.  The 
site  would  be  greatly  enhanced  with  new  plantings 
and  refurbishing  of  benches. 

The  slope  dcMn  to  the  sidewalk  along  Dorchester 
Avenue  and  most  of  Harbor  View  Street  is  too 
ste^  for  easy  maintenance.  Extension  of  the 
existing  puddingstone  wall  cilong  these  edges 
Mculd  not  only  facilitate  maintenance  but  would 
make  the  park  more  attractive  cis  well. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SITE  SUMMARY 


"T-* 

-^ 

^ 

: 

V^ 

^ 

■J ' 

- 

•~ 

^ 

-^ 

- 

- 

« 

-' 

^^ 

-' 

-  5 

- 

-^ 

•'TN 

- 

_"; 

-~ 

rr£r 

-    - 

^ 

,_* 

^ 

_S 

^  >v 

~-" 

/ 

, 

- 

^' 

"J 

•" 

V 

v 

-:^ 

^' 

~^ 

r 

^ 

— 

-^ 

.  '^ 

f-^^ 

- 

— 

"^ 

'■„ 

-^^ 

r-  > 

r" 

.,^' 

-  \ 

' 

'-: 

■^ 

"^ 

i 

^ 

.^ 

^ 

:i. 

">;, 

"~ 

"' 

__^ 

— 

,p 

- 

■^ 

-3 

~ 

■ 

^ 

^-^ 

0 

- 

"^, 

- 

— 

*> 

c- 

:: 

(J  ^* 

■^- 

^' 

■- 

_^ 

"- 

_  ' 

,S 

z 

jv. 

1 

""-■ 

r 

^ 

--^ 

.^ 

"■J 

- 

--' 

—I, 

1 

~ 

i 

■— 

~ 

— 

-_^ 

,— 

z^ 

g 

/"^ 

'^ 

a 

t 

^ 
s 

w 

en 

C/3 

■^, 

< 

UJ 

1 

U, 

c/5 

^_" 

Cu 

u 

.J 

o 

<os 

s* 

w 

c/2 

< 

UJ 

c« 

< 

CuO 

u 

cu 

H 

C/0 

2 

ca 

z 

< 

C/2 

en 

H 

Z 

z 

O 

5 

buz: 

u 

z 

c/o 

0 

H 

a, 

J 

UJ 

o 

00 

0 

Ui 

UJ 

00 

a: 

z 

en 

s 

H 

H 

en 

3 

C/l 

Cb 

UJ 

3 

S 

UJ 

H 

< 

^ 

C/2tJLl 

UJ 

H 

00 

< 

0 

s 

oa 

J 

^ 

cs) 

cnZ 

Q 

QtO 

0 

H 

CO 

H 

H 

CO 

en 

H 

UJ 

bJ 

Q 

WM 

Z 

3 

as 

en 

^ 

u 

Z 

E- 

ZO 

UJ 

Z 

H 

Q 

0 

UJ 

as 

_3 

:xC 

a 

< 

z 

WH 

w 

0 

<W 

z 

z 

en 

< 

en 

as 

CJ 

< 

H 

□i 

U 

-JU 

0 

< 

>- 

>- 

OS 

CO 

U 

Q 

< 

CO 

oi 

J 

<^ 

fcu, 

wz 

•z. 

H 

H 

0 

< 

< 

Z 

cu 

z 

O 

p- 

H-iZ 

M 

as<: 

tn 

as 
< 

>^ 

u 

§ 

Vu 

3 

a 

o 

0:0 

as 

CJ 

1  z 

H 

J 

J 

z 

0 

z 

-1 

u 

6- 

fe 

ijj 

< 

zw 

J 

z 

0 

< 

en 

a: 

t 

::> 

0 

OH 

z 

OH 

<: 

H 

J 

OQ 

oa 

UJ 

Q 

H 

a 

Q 

z 

o 

QiU 

as 

H^Z 

Q 

Q 

H 

Z 

as 

>- 

=! 

CJ 

>- 

u 

CuZ 

as 

^ 

C/5l— 1 

Z 

z 

03 

Ol 

CO 

Q 

< 

0 

< 

H 

< 

CAI 

P-=D 

< 

S^ 

< 

< 

Q 

H 

cu 

J 

3 

< 

=1 

<bu 

CQ 

> 

0 

C/^ 

> 

> 

3: 

Z 

en 

en 

cu 

oa 

Z 

DJ 

< 

0 

a 

> 

> 

0 

\  ',- 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


STANDAilL    PAiU. 
BUILT   ELEMENTS 
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SPORTS    FACILITIES 

SITE  NO. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


BUILDINGS  AND 
PLAYGROUNDS 


ACCESS,  CIRCULATION 
AND  PARKING 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


NATURAL  PARK 
ELEMENTS 


u 

1 

i 

— 

/ 

> 

Si 

1 

/*\ 

,1 

X 

! 

1 

i 

) 

1 

X 

H 

> 

1 

1 

z 
< 

u 
u 

a. 

W5 

a 
u 

3 

1 

Z 

2 

a: 

1 

§2 

<« 
S2 

CITY  OF  BOSTON 
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Y    Neighborhood:  Megrv^  DoecM!B<»rB>|g- 

Site  Namet^vvKA  ^^w  1^4t>^  Site  Type:Hui-T\-?L)g.t:^e.  Pa^ 

Location;  ^i2><HkrtAu  W>Y^  Aufime^    Acreage:  g.'2,(/A 

Evaluation  Team;  ^f^\  fe^ Weather  Conditions: 

E  valu  at  ion  Pat  e  t     6  7 '  fc  7  ^ttM/t^ 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:   l<.^u(^^fi^U^ 


Site  Plan 


\':^    y 
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Grampian  Way 


Luudx^^pf'"^ 
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0 
SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

Stone  step  access  from 
Caspian  Way. 


r 


Site  Photograph  4 

No  curb  along  Grampian 
Way  -  cars  parking  under 
trees  and  compacting 
soil  in  tree  root 
zone. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  into  site  showing 
rock  outcrops  and 
mature  trees  as  out- 
standing scenic 
features. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Basketball  court  and 
tennis  court  located  c 
level  area  at  edge  of 
park.   Mature  shade 
trees  define  edge  and 
provide  shade. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

Entrance  from  Grampian 
Way  to  tennis  courts. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Trash  and  litter 
build-up  at  back  of 
courts. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Informal  walkway  around 
site. 


Site  Photograph  IS 

Slide  -  exposed  concret.e 
footing  and  loose 
metal  at  left  end  of 
slide  both  safety 
hazards. 


Neighborhood:  North  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Savin  Hill  Park 
Location:  Gnunpian  and  Alpine  Ways 
Acreage:  826  A 
Site  Type:  Playfield 


Site  Description:  Savin  Hill  Park  is  an  extraordinary  landscape  park  prominendy  located  at  the  high 

point  of  Savin  Hill.  Grampian  Way,  Caspian  Way  and  Alpine  Way  (a  dirt  road) 
encompass  the  site.  There  are  residences  along  the  north  edge.  From  its  rocky 
summit  are  magnificent  views  to  the  south  and  east  over  the  Neponset  River 
Estuary,  harbor  islands,  and  Quincy.  The  landscape  of  the  summit  is  composed  of 
puddingstone  outcroppings  interspersed  with  grass  meadows.  Gnarled  stunted 
trees  grow  in  rock  crevices.  On  the  lower  slopes  there  are  enonnous  oaks. 
Shrubs  and  small  trees  grow  along  the  south  and  west  hillsides  and  behind 
adjacent  residences  along  the  north  edge  of  the  park. 

Tennis  and  basketball  courts  and  a  few  play  structures  are  located  along  Grampian 
Way.  Granite  and  puddingstone  stairs  are  constructed  in  a  naturalistic  manner  to 
provide  easy  access  up  the  steqjiy  sloping  rock  outcroppings. 


^C 


Condition  Assessments:  '^^  standard  park-built  elements  and  sports  Eacilities  are  all  in  fair  to  good 

conditioa  The  play  structures  are  also  in  fair  to  good  condition,  but  no  safety 
surface  is  presenL  The  trees  are  mostly  in  good  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues:  Savin  Hill  Park  is  a  spectacular  landscape  park  with  beaudful  long  distance  views. 

However,  inappropriate  uses  including  drinking,  riding  of  dirt  bikes,  setdng  of 
fires  and  writing  of  graffiti  has  gready  eroded  the  appearance  of  this  special  site. 
The  parkland  is  also  being  used  for  parking  of  cars,  which  should  be  prevented 
This  use  and  the  previously  mentioned  abuse  combines  with  insufficient  mainte- 
nance to  cause  deterioration.  Increased  maintenance  e£fort  should  focus  on  trash 
removal  and  lawn  and  tree  maintenance.  Additional  plantings  suitable  for  the  dry 
and  exposed  site  and  organization  of  circulation  with  careful  attention  to  how 
slopes  should  be  ascended,  would  improve  the  use  and  appearance  of  the  park. 


XI-12 


■.^■i 


Neighborh<X)d:  Nbrth  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Savin  Hill  Park 

Location:  Granpian  and  Alpine  Ways 

Acreage:   8.26  A       Site  Type:  Playfield 


Nto. :  ND-10 


Site  Description: 


Oonditicn  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Savin  Hill  Park  is  an  extraordinary  landscape 
park  prtxninently  located  at  the  high  point  of 
Savin  Hill.  Granpian  Way,  Caspian  Way  aind  Alpine 
Way  (a  dirt  road)  eixxsipass  the  site.  There  are 
residences  along  the  north  edge.  Fran  its  rocky 
summit  are  magnificent  views  to  the  south  and 
east  over  the  N^x»nset  River  Estuary,  haitor 
islands  and  Quincy.  Ihe  landsc^je  of  the  summit 
is  ccnposed  of  puddingstone  outcroppings 
interspersed  with  grass  meadcws.  Qiarled  stunted 
trees  grow  in  rock  crevioes.  On  the  Icwer  slopes 
there  eire  enormous  oa]<s.  Shrubs  cind  snail  trees 
grew  along  the  south  and  west  hillsides  and 
behind  adjacent  residences  alOTig  the  north  edge 
of  the  park. 

Tennis  and  basketball  courts  and  a  few  play 
structures  are  located  aloig  Granpian  Way. 
Granite  and  puddingstone  stairs  are  ccaistructed 
in  a  naturalistic  manner  to  provide  easy  access 
up  the  steeply  sloping  rock  cutcroppings. 

The  standard  park  built  elesnents  and  ^xsrts 
facilities  are  all  in  fair  to  good  condition. 
The  play  structures  are  also  in  fair  to  good 
condition,  hcwever,  no  Scifety  surface  is 
present.  The  trees  are  mostly  in  good  condition. 

Savin  Hill  Park  is  a  spectacular  landscape  park 
with  beautiful  long  distance  views.  Hcwever, 
inappropriate  uses  including  drinking,  riding  of 
dirt  bikes,  setting  of  fires  and  writing  of 
graffiti  has  greatly  eroded  the  appearance  of 
this  special  site.  The  parkland  is  also  being 
lased  for  parking  of  cars,  ;^*iich  should  be 
prevented.  This  use  and  the  previously  mentioned 
abuse  combines  with  insufficient  maintencince  to 
cause  deterioration.  Increased  maintenance 
effort  should  focus  on  trash  removal  and  lawn  eind 
tree  maintencince.  The  park  would  greatly  benefit 
from  the  develcpnent  of  a  management  plan. 
Additional  plantings  suitable  for  the  dry  and 
exposed  site  and  organization  of  circulation  with 
careful  attention  to  hew  slopes  should  be 
ciscended,  would  inprove  the  use  and  ^peeirance  of 
the  park. 
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Neighborhood:  MocffM  t^cecug^jnct^ 
Site  Namet  ^Igrpgu^  ^aguye^  Site  Type;  ^l  ^\>\^ 

Location:  6o^Jtao>M|^o»>^^  ^C^uecH    Acreage:  Q.'bA 
Evaluation  Teamt^p"^  F^ft^  Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  g^  "7'  t^'V  ^^\. 

Surrounding  Land 


SITE  NO. 


Uses:  l?^<;t/</ulil^{  ,^il/.f.-/U  j-^v^zT^i/v.  fW^ 

Site  Plan  ' 
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Site  Hiotograph  1 

View  from  Adams  Street 
showing  mature  trees 
and  shrubs  and  fountair 
as  focal  point. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Flowering  and  evergreen 
shrubs  in  need  of 
restoration.   Cars 
parked  around  edges 
detract  from  impact  of 
square  as  an  important 
green  space. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Benches  located  near 
bus  stop.   Grass  on 
this  corner  worn  away. 
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SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Pedestrian  circulation 
has  worn  grass  along 
Bowdoin  Street. 
Sidewalk  needed. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Mature  Beech  tree 
contributes  to  this 
square.   Tree  is  being 
inappropriately  used 
for  a  rope  swing.   Bare 
grass  patches  at  base 
of  benches. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Trees  and  shrubs  need 
renovative  pruning. 
Grass  needs  improved 
mowing  around  base  of 
trees  and  edges  of 
shrub  beds. 


Neiuhb<)rh«M)d:  North  Dorchester 

Site  Name:  Coppens  Square 
Location:  Bowdoin  and  Adams  Streets 
Acreage:  0.3  A 
Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Coppens  Square  is  a  triangular  site  prominently  located  at  the  center  of  the 
intersection  of  Bowdoin,  Adams  and  Church  Streets.  The  paric  is  elevated  above 
Bowdoin  and  Adams  Streets.  There  is  a  large  fountain  at  the  center  of  the  site 
with  several  benches  near  iL  Large  shrub  plantings,  now  quite  overgrown,  are 
prominently  located  at  each  comer  of  the  park.  A  large  purple  beech,  crab  apples 
and  evergreen  trees  are  located  around  the  edges  of  the  park. 


There  is  only  one  sidewalk  for  passage  along  Bowdoin  Street,  and  there  are 
several  worn  paths  along  Adams  and  Church  Streets.  Surrounding  land  uses  are 
residential  and  institutional. 


Condition  Assessments: 


All  standard  park-built  elements  are  in  fair  to  good  condition.  The  fountain  is  in 
good  condition,  with  some  graffiti.  The  trees  are  mostiy  in  good  condition, 
although  the  beech  tree  has  been  badly  carved  and  many  trees  have  been  used  for 
rope  swings.  The  shrub  plantings  are  overgrown,  and  many  trees  have  seeded 
themselves  into  the  shrub  beds.  The  lawn  is  mostly  in  good  condition,  although 
badly  worn  in  several  areas  because  of  the  lack  of  paved  pathways. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Coppens  Square  serves  as  an  important  green  space  for  the  area.  Its  elevation 
above  the  street  and  its  vegetative  cover  which  screens  views  of  traffic  help  to 
create  a  pleasant  sitting  space.  However,  vandalism  and  lack  of  maintenance  have 
contributed  to  the  deterioration  and  shabby  appearance  of  the  park.  Shrubs  are 
overgrown  and  need  restoration.  Use  of  the  trees  for  swings  is  inappropriate  and 
indicates  a  need  for  a  nearby  play  area. 


Circulation  needs  to  be  studied  and  addidonal  paths  installed.  Lack  of  paved 
paths  along  Adams  and  Church  Streets,  as  well  as  within  the  site,  has  resulted  in 
many  worn  areas.  A  simple  path  system  around  the  fountain  and  responding  to 
entry  points  would  greatly  improve  the  use  and  appearance  of  the  park.  Installa- 
tions of  paths  should  be  done  carefully  to  avoid  damage  to  tree  roots,  particularly 
of  the  specimen  beech. 

The  fountain  does  not  operate  at  present,  and  since  it  forms  the  focal  point  of  the 
space  it  should  be  reactivated. 
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Nei^hborhocxl:     North  Dorchester 
Site  Name:     Coppens  Square 
location:     Bcvxioin  and  Adams  Streets 
Acreage:       0.3  A  Site  Type:     Squcire 


No.:  ND-15 


Site  Description:       Ccppens  Square  is  a  triangular  site  proninently 
located  at  the  center  of  the  intersection  of 
Bcwdoin,  Adams  and  Church  Streets.  The  park  is 
elevated  above  Bcwdoin  and  Adams  Streets.  There 
is  a  large  fcxmtain  at  the  center  of  the  site 
with  several  benches  near  it.  large  shrub 
plantings,  new  quite  overgrcwn,  are  proninently 
located  at  each  comer  of  the  park.  A  large 
purple  beech,  crabapples  and  evergreen  trees  are 
located  around  the  edges  of  the  peirk. 

There  is  only  one  sidewalk  for  passage  eilong 
Bcwdoin  Street,  and  there  are  several  worn  paths 
cilong  Adams  eind  Qiurch  Streets.  Surrounding  land 
uses  are  residenticLL  eind  institutioncil . 


-^ 


Ccndition 


All  standard  peirk  built  elements  eire  in  feiir  to 
good  condition.  The  fountain  is  in  good 
condition,  with  sane  graffiti.  The  trees  are 
mostly  in  good  condition,  although  the  beech  tree 
has  been  badly  Ccirved  and  many  trees  have  been 
used  for  rope  swings.  The  shrub  plantings  are 
overgrcwn,  and  many  trees  have  seeded  themselves 
into  the  shnjb  beds.  The  lawn  is  mostly  in  good 
ccndition,  eilthcu^  badly  worn  in  several  areas 
because  of  the  lack  of  paved  pathways. 


Major  Site  Issues:      Coppens  Square  serves  as  an  important  green  space 
for  the  area.  Its  elevation  above  the  street  and 
its  vegetative  cover  v^iich  screens  views  of 
traffic  help  to  create  a  pleasant  sitting  space. 
However,  vandalism  and  lack  of  maintenance  have 
contrilxited  to  the  deterioration  and  shabby 
appearance  of  the  park.  Shrubs  are  overgrcwn  and 
need  restoration.  Use  of  the  trees  for  swings  is 
inappropriate  and  indicates  a  need  for  a  nearby 
play  cirea. 


~^ 


Circulation  needs  to  be  studied  and  additional 
paths  installed.  Lack  of  paved  paths  along  Adams 
and  Church  Streets,  as  well  as  within  the  site, 
has  resulted  in  mapy  worn  areas.  A  simple  path 
system  around  the  fountain  and  responding  to 
entry  points  wculd  greatly  inprove  the  use  and 
compearance  of  the  park.  Instcillations  of  paths 
should  be  done  carefully  to  avoid  damage  to  tree 
roots,  particularly  of  the  specimen  beech. 


•  J' 
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Cie  fountclin  does  not  operate  at  present,  and 
since  it  forms  the  focal  point  of  the  ^ace  it 
should  be  reactivated. 
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